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Oyez, Oyez, Oyez! 


Ont oi my iavoncte amusements, as a child, was (Mending aou **,- 
fturt «. *e3 W <*nc4 a yeo* in oun county and the ; **« 

ir aiiitMce that compnised most 0 (J Ae ofc£e bodeed ^ childn.cn 

Sew*. Eanmens co*c &> -town « ifie mo™, b^W 

.cut. than and spent the day. Thein buying, and selling, and tnadungwene 
att a pant oi the incidental. activities oiS count week. 'y Ln rlA , ia p cousins 
neen dinnen table duning count, sunnounded by countless, and casual 

inom Gneenbank and the Levels. 

A bell in the towes oi the Counthouse Summoned 

came. Even the dogs made a point oi being present. ,,,hothe A his iamily 

to a intend oi mine, answened eveny tolling oi that bell, wfietfieA 

M-.it on not. Whenever the Counthouse bell nang, he hunnsed to tk ^ 

He even attended Teachen’s institute until those meetings mc , m u PA c z the 

High School. He iinally came to be looked upon as an hononed memben 6 

Ban. 

Ho wonden Count wa4 an integral pant oi my liie, and. the. 

Oun iathens wene lawyens; oun uncles, clenks; and oun szstens, 9 

Out houses toene gnouped anound the Counthouse. We went so jf- 0 . ^ othen. 

building and the adjacent jail that oun voices cannted easily ^ oneio the 

Sometimes they cannied too easily. An old man who had wanked ion 

inequently ineancenated because oi his iondness ion conn Isquc i . 

inom the jail window wane audible, and usually eiiicaetous. V » . 

Lock " He would wail." Come and get me out oi this place." My i<dtheh.ondow. 
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tktm cAUoitd tea Am old man who had wo >ifced for iu waa 

: x :X«u« a ^««^<*«* 

r/. r .-./ audible, and uiualty e««ux&couA. Oh Lord, Ok 

... f out of, (Inn place.. My Md 

'' <„ Riff'-S mind, - only my father wai I W P«A«* 

help. Xf ht <roauabhj bailed Hill out, and the Load, iterungly, neve* pard 
much 1 atXtAt<cn tff ha*» 

*c- uitd to bet on the outcome of thetriali, and anyue oven our father' 
p (wcaj. believed hex father to be more eloquent and m one peAiuaitve itai 

the otttu. So-.cc £/tey uieAC often opposed, defending and pjw&ecuteng, ml went 
uim, toe. One of my good fritndi and 1 battled ove A a muAden. case. for yean. And 
fjui day 1 don’t caAe whether the man vial, acquited oa not, I null believe 
kc billtd hit wife! 

Vher. xe went to couAt vie did not tit back in the benches provided for the 
on tooken. Ho tiA, vie tat up fAont with the lawyeri. We vieAe apart oi^uCouM 
.onr, Children and dogi, all clutteAed up the ban. Die were Pretty we ^ behaved, 
on the vide, quiet and attentive; but not to the dogi. Oua Tackel, and Wi. 

HiU't Rowdy did not cane foA each otkeA. They weAe both Airedalet, iomewnat 
eldtAly and iet in theiA myi. In the midit of an important point rn a cate 
tr.ev were likely to itaAt growling and ttalk, itiff - legged, around each 
otheA. SomeXimet the fight could be averted, but occattiomlly the.Ae wax an 
added attraction in the CouAt Room - an honett to goodnetl dog ftght. it wai 
unfortunate, of courte, when thete little di&tuAbancel broke the continuity ot a 
trial. It uiat after one tuch fracat that the judge threatened to fine my 
father and M*. Hill for contempt of court if they brought thoie damn dogi into 
the Courtroom again. Poor Tackel! he had to be tied upon court dayi, thereafter. 
It nearly broke hii heart. 


JUsen larceny, end manslaughter were a. part 01j mtj vocabulary when I mu 
\tiU a babu He followed the procedure of the courtroom and tried cares 
cuueloce. hey mere never very successful, hornver, becauj^we could not 
find, -in our number, on impartial judge. 

He uxre all secretly desirous of being called or witnesses. Once my 
kopea were atmobt realized. A man broke into our house one night and was 
about to bet our hoube on fire when my rioter surprised him. When he war 
tried I felt certain I would at last receive the coveted mimors. I war the 
envy of my friends. But the trial war carried on, and a conviction recured, 
without my arrirtance. I war inrulted; and berideb my chinchilla coat, a 
variety of clothe, don't misunderstand me, which had been rooked with 
kerosene by the defendant, war kept in that condition or exhibit A, to be 4 hr> i 
to the jury; and the kerorene smell never did come out. 

Since our town had no movier and few playr, the courtroom took the place 
of the theatre with ur. When the curtain rare on an exciting trial we woule 
be in our box reatr, the chain to the right of the Judge. Tfio.se were our 
urual placer, although during one June term I rat on the open window right 
beside the jury box. Iilhat a week that am; I am almost on the JuryI life A/min 
in our reatr straight trhough the performance until noon recess. Then we i‘C>. L . 
home to dime r and heard our fathers' comments on the mornings events. Wfu 
the afternoon session convened we aired our fathers' opinions with the 
aplomb of veteran jurists. Ii/e weighed the evidence presented with Infinite t ~e 
and patience; and we decided the cases long before the foreman of the. Jury hac 
hand ed his little slip of paper to the clerk. The outcome of a trial held 
for us the same fascination that a football score holds for a modem child. The 
tense hours of waiting for the verdict are as real to us, even yet, as the net 
In my stocking today. 

Of course, it might be supposed that our constant attendance In a ccurtn. 
result in some damage to our character, hot so, the judge and the court, no 
doubt flattered by our frank admiration and regular attendance, kept a 
watch upon our morals. Whenever there was anything of a questionable i 
to be Intrcdueted into the evidence the judge would mate his announces 
"All todies and children musl leave the courtroom." And Annie Lange, 
always the first to depart! 








A non laxcmy, and mantlaughteA weAe a paAt oi my vocabuloAy whin I wi 
ititl a baby. We iollowed the pAoceduAe o& the. couAtaoom and toted catet 
ou-uelvet. They weAe neveA veAy toccettiul, howeveA, becau^we coutd not 
iind, tn oua numbeA, an ijrpaAXlal judge. 

We weAe all tecAetly detiAout oi being called at uiitnettet. Once my 
hopet weAe almoit Aealized. A man bAoke Into oua. haute one night and wot 
about to 4 at oua kou6£ on fi-Oic when my 6 -La ten. AuJvpuLAad him. When he wcu 
t/Ued I &M certain I would at laAt kccqavc the, coveted AummonA. 1 waA tM 
envy oi my itiendt. but the tAial wot caAAled on, and a conviction tecu/.ed, 
without my attittance. I wat Intuited; and betldet my chinchilla coat, o 
variety oj{ clothe, don't nuAundeAAtand me, which had been Aoaked with 
keAotene by the defendant, wat kept in that condition at exhibit A, to be 1 * 
to the juAy; and the ketotene tmell neveA did come out. 

Since oua torn had no movlet and iew playt, the couAtfioom took the place 
oi the theatAe with ui. When the contain Aote on an exciting tnlal we ulout 
be in oua box teatt, the chaiAt to the tight oi the Judge. Thote wete owi 
utual placet, although duAing one June tenm I tat on the open window Atgiu. 
betide the juAy box. What a week that wot; 1 wot almoit on the JuAy! We a 
in oua teatt ttnaight tnhough the petionmance until noon necett. Then we 
home to dinnA a and heaAd out iatheAt' commenti on the moAningt eventt. J«i< 
the aiteAnoon tettlon convened we ained out iatheAt' oplmont with vne 
aplomb oi veteAan juAittt. We weighed the evidence pAetented with ini-u- te 

and tJClti ov\n n • nur! „%/% ,'J« J ■*■/. « ... . . D - L« 1 *.%.* n lf%hontnv\ ftH In 2, J U lj “ 



keroiCJ tc by the dctenaanx. 
rtc /uty; the berosene 


-Wl -W«*^ tvimwwi. vw 

Arnett neve*, did. come omt. 


*•*' ut *nowvi 


<:<rce oat town had no mov.Let, and few plays, the courtroom took the place 
, thc ineaxae with u s. When the curtain rose on an exciting total uiz would 
be in our box .seats, the chairs to the right of, the Judge. Thoie were oua 
uiuai placet although, during one June team I sat on the open window right 
beside the jury box. What a week that urn; 1 was almo&t on the July! We r ■ 
a: eat seats straight tthough the performance until noon recess. Then we i 
home to dinnr a and heard oua fathers' comment* on the morning* event*. W ' t , r 
tile afternoon session convened we aired oua fathers' opinion* with the 
aplomb of veteran jurists. We weighed the evidence pre*anted with infinite c 
and patience; and we decided the cases long before the foreman of the Jura hr 
hand ed hi* lettle ilip of papeA to the clerk. The outcome of a trial held 
for us the same faidmtlon that a football sc ore hold* for a modern chile. 
ien*e houA* of waiting for the veAdlct aAe a* neal to us, even yet, a* the 'a 
in my *toeking today. 


Of course, It might be supposed that ouA constant attendance in a count. 10 i 
Aeiult In some damage to oua characteA. Not *o, the judge and the court, no 
doubt flattered by oua frank admiration and regular attendance, kept a stru: i 
watch upon our moral*. Whenever there was anything of a questionable nature 
to be introducted Into the evidence the judge would make hi* announcement. 

"All ladle* and children mult leave the courtroom." And Annie Lange, the t 
hu**y, was always the first to depart! 


Mu4/C - and the Child 


, „«« - J» ■***-« Su 25 SS& p. 

.5 ntc tally t-rne, ion when l gnew I . lok/ch /6 A//// hegohded os 

“LL" SSJS^ *>»»- ^ “ pe£ ^ 

/he teot/o/A. 

..«-«. w«».«, i~t«;< »■« 

ihe had /afcen, oh. waA taking, mai-ce leilonA. y cUi/ieqaAdtd. Mg mo/heh, 

.■,sac«a. The o/heh muiacal *nltaumentl weae lubSUmly ^mpne (.avonably 

oj couhAe, wes detehm/ned that my g^ce ihe told me /ha/ heh jog 

uUh mu kniendl ’. She waA even ambatxoul (, 00 . me. uaee 
^d Low no bound* i( lomeday I cow/d taka couian Ghace 6 P^e a/ /He 
Pneibytenian ChuAch and play (on AehvhceA. 

The gueA/ion o< afa^tg, oh « oh ^cllnaUon did not 
Udenatuin. To the lohdAf o( /he town mu* uoung giAll tAaanin g. 

with ApeO/ng teiAonA. The/wehe a ^t^^Onlu i^tead o(taking them twice 
To me, they wehe In the lame doll wath ea/o^T «»» thepiano 

a yen, 1 had a dole twice a week. The only ^nrtlcT^whenmumothn mentioned 
uxu dning my hall horn leiionl. I dad not paacta.ce, when mg mo« 

the piano, I took to the txee tops. 

t* the yen* go pa*t 1 glow mohe and mohe centain that TheAe /j 4 /^""ke^ 
my *out. Mg Aunt Ethel once told me o( a nelatxoe o( heAl to ^ 

knew /wo tunel, one wal Vankee Voodle and one wain ■ uiually, ii The 

00 * 1 . I do know the"Stn Z ^.T^/ "-TaTmL/c! I< 

melody a* not too obicuae. I 
I hen a piece o( mulic 
vaAiationl not included 


006 yomzee eooate ™ ,L,,nllu i( the 

i "Stan. Spangled BanneA" when T hen at, and ! I- ^ 

scahe I eon necognize lome o( the cunmt pW vide 

iic about kiUy twmel I eon M.ng at. Ok C0U 7 5 *;; , v t „ kM » 
ied in the original icne, and I don’t even know what key 



did not practice; »»i» "'a ■- 


a I/(' l 1 , I rmt. .. «»«■-- . 

Mi JuKIW "« Mlt« fc-S* 0 "*- 1 

p<.un\ I foot to the thee topi. 

Ai „e.m 90 P«m« ' gjow ™>Ae onrf 

~.. ,,..r. M., *,.:f Ethel once *>W I'» not goite tn * 0 * 

i.MCK fuv fumu, one UXU Yankee. x ^ eaA ^ and usually, the 

clMi. ‘ >*’ know the "StoA Spongted £j, e cuAAent popular muii.c. I< 

mo (a not too obiauAZ 1 can ii.ecogju.zz * 6 e.oun*e, I pAou-cde 

: , .; piece o 6 mu*ic about {lity ***** d \ don’t even know uihat "key 

vaxiat<om not included in the omguial icone, and 1- 
n.-.iKi; but 1 can entertain myieli token l am *ute 1 am alone. 

Vc veAthele**, I took mi*ic ly*oni |o^ f^tio lli** Shugw^k itudio, 

Thiday l digged my muit holt and my J^ a ^Ao^c^nXed time while I played, 
and enduaed a half, hout oi toKtwte. ..mild make a mistake and have to itaxt 

I r.cvea played mofie than a (,eu> bay, urvUl mechanical knowledge oi the ii**t 

over again. M a ne*ult, I uiually achieved a mttMiyyatunoa c 

^ SI ** «««*“. b VmTZA n U ZX 9 ^e U oafanTwZ to piece*, bU 
a &ke.e£ oi mu.5^c about w-cth me. uvuUZ XC ^uiaAA,y 

I neveA knew the. Zcu>t ttneA. 

M«« Sfcug« co«ed heA 

..ad decided to gene poize* at the end oi J ° tnied. We weAe all 

She wa* Mine that each oi u* could win a pmze i ujflu practice. T hi* 

talented, and uiiih ouA natural giiti ^ m „ ^ual way and iinally 

ipecial dihpemation did not bothy me at «*£■ J „ ^Atencii to-td me that 

tpnar.9, and the end d the mu*icat yean vmmL. i* not 

each oi u* un* going to Aecetve a pyze. To toy ^ tktnfe 

adequate. My cumoiity knew no bound* To *aye. mj ioiu. a up, 

oi any mutical excellence oi mine that would ’ zz biingly matt lady, 

a HU* Shugfw could think oi a pmze ion me, ihe wa* an exceeaingiy 


day came, and I aecilived a prlze for always being on time, ion my lessonsl 

The paxt of my musical education 1 hated most, the function that, to me, 
aits an agony almost beyond endurance, Mat the yearly recital. On that superb 
secession the tourn came to the Opetia House en masse to hear us play. 


Ait Opena House in a tom of less than too thousand inhabitants is a 
distinct anachronism. The title, however, is not in any 10ay, related to fact, 
but, since the gentleman uiho built the edifice thus fancifully dubbed it, it iu.s 
always the "Opera House" to us. Now it houses some several chevrolets and 
serves as a garage, but it is still the Opera House. At different stages in 
its career it served in varied capacities. Originally stock companies perform, 
there, and amateur theatricals were prodeced upon its stage. It was in the c mu 
oi a rehearsal (or the "Vied Piper of Hamelin," to which I mu lending my 
incomparable histrionic ability in the part of a big grey rat, that T saw in tie 
shadow of the wings, a gentleman kiss a young lady, for years I waited (or a e.ir 
Surely forth coming marriage. 1 am still waiting! Basketball games were play.: 
therei' the Amusu Theatre presented "The Diamond Prom the Sky" and "The I ■'ion 
Claw," those worthy serials of an earlier day, within its portals. Tor a seaso i. 
ct became a skateng rink. When the Presbyterian Church was being rebuilt our 
services were held there and unfortunately, during the church era the slgus of t 
fonoer oecuptatsons still decorated the building. A cousin of mine from New 
o , accompanied my mother to church there one Sunday morning. Being possesse 
Aense of humor he had to be led, choking, from the "chuAc 
hz had 4ead » "Don't *pit On the floor." "No reversing," 

_.Vri c ’? u * an »ours," "No skidding on the comers." "No Drunks Allowed"! My 
mother was so embarrassed I doubt if she has ever forgiven him. 

provided '""^"•o.al event of the year, became a part of the enter, irn %t 

Ers tl fy** H °T- We ’ ***** -in oji best and scared to death, 

.vKSiza AJl Zh(L MMQA ml*/fin /_ r _/ j s. - . .. » . »_^ /_. 


«>ru hctd there and unfortunately, during -the. church era the~sicui'2 *' 1 1 
■ (he i'ltfduig. A cousin mine, {/torn New "**’ 

'• it, ■-./ «"(/ mother to church there one Sunday mounting. Beinq doaa^ 

,' f .s dmJ .:«rf devilish sense of humor he had to be led, choking, from hie "chin 
upon "those Milts he had Acad, "Von’t spit on the Floor." "No reversing " 1 

Twenty Certs an Hours," "No skidding on the comers." "No Vrunks At loused."! u, 
metre'. ,«;a so embarrassed i doubt if she has even. forgiven him. 


Cur recital, the musical event of, the yean., became a pant of the entente, , 
pr.nded at the Opera House. We, dressed in oust best and scorned to death 
sneered in the wings while our fond and doting patients Waited out front for 

PTodigies to perform. The yearly program was arranged according to at Lit 
the begouters appealing first and the more skilled players coming, by way of ei ; 

the end Needless to say, I ms always one of the first peafosmetis of tie 
evtrung. Even when my contemporaries were presenting the grand Unale I 
ec.rgrow,:, awkward Suffering an agony of shyness, stumbled across the stag one 
K? ^ Zi" ** ^ itcond on ** P^nam in a class o 

tit cm uiith l oui tf 1 ^ something to my souu, I find I cannot speak 5 

ti.vm iccth levity, they left a permanent scar. 


1 tooh^ttl’si *** l ° n ? and izveAa ^ fruitless rebellious at home 

LTtTsZ^ yvfn hands. When I was excused from the school room to 
1 would hide in/,’y t 4C hoolnoom but, l never did reach my destinaticn. 
thTZliTA t r;f‘ i m h T L and L Kmd - When 1 was finally discovered, and 

Episcopal Church *> e JNme. a JJ abrupt but timely end, I was found behind the 

episcopal Church reading "The Call of the Wild!" 
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For the last twenty years a battle has been raging In Bar 
linton. X don’t ^ean that we Inhabitants have been in a state 
of siege all that time. We nave enjoyed periods of comparative 
quiet, usually during the winter months, when the skirmishing 
died down; but we have always known that permanent peace could 
never be ours. The question involved is of great magnitude and 
the issue is vital; the citizens are partisan and intolerant; 
neither side has shown any disposition to mellow with age. Per 
ennlally, the fighting breaks out, now at a bridge party, now a 
the ladies Aid. now in the Jury room, laides grow insulting, 
gentlemen angry, ohildren belligerent. Every year a vote is 


never be ours. The question -“ 

the issue i. Tital; the oitlzens are partisan and intolerant; 
neither eide has ehonn any disposition to mello. with age. Per¬ 
ennially. the fighting breaks out. now at a bridge party, now at 
the Ladies Aid. -o- in the Jury room. Laldes grow insulting, 
gentlemen angry, children belligerent. Ever, year a vote is 
taken, an official vote, in a regular election, and the outcome 
la always the same; -Cows are allowed to walk the streets of 
Marl in ton unaccompanied. The c»unty paper carries the headline. 

■Cows Win Againl * 

The town is divided; religion, politics and soandal take 
a back seat when the cow question comes up. Mrs. Uartin 1 . the 
leader of the anti-oow party, and Mr. Snow heads the pro-cow 
faotion. These commanders axe unforgiving, and uncompr hg 

lira. Martin and Mr. Snow haven*t spoken for years. That is, 
haven't spoken to each other; their loquaciousness on the burning 
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question. In other circles, increases dally. And their method*! 
of proselyting are not always above reproach. Hrs. Alton 

\ 

Antl-dow of several years standing, was heard voicing dedlde 
pro-cow sentiments, recently. Her surprised neighbors Investi¬ 
gated and the awful truth was revealed. Mrs. Alton had beet the 
recipient of several gifts of cream from Ur. Snowt 

The Pros, of course, are the cow owners. Naturally, they 
want their animals to eat grass, and the only grazing land In 
the valley is along the side-walks and bn? the vacant lots of t 
town. The Antis, however, complain that therein lies the poll: 
of the whole situation. The cowa not only graze on the va an 
lots, but aleo in the gardens and yards and shrubbery of s 
citizens; and this. In SDlte of the fact that high ploket fence 


■ant their nnlmtlo to eat graeB, ena me omj grazing land l n 
the Talley la along the side-walks and bnthe vaoant lote of she 
toen. The Antle, however, oowplaln that therein lies the point 
of the whole situation. The cows not only graze on the vacai; 
lote, but alao in the gardens and yards and shrubbery of the 
citizens; and this, ln spite of the fact that high ploket fence# 
•urround their property. Gates are sometimes left open by i aru- 
less people, and the indictment haB been made, too, that sei ernl 
cows have opened gates themselves. Each time a resident ar en 
in the morning and finds his spinach devoured, the Antis gain 
oonvert, and the fighting breaks out afresh, 

A relative of ours from the oity came to visit us one sui er. 
One night he played bridge until past midnight with s>me frier : 
down the street, When he started home the town < was dark. 'ur 
town light company, assuming that all good citizens were at home 


„ d „,e la their « by -tonight, “* »« *“ 

o'clock, Any people -he .tgh. be abroad after «“>* UM 

bee, eh.uld b, aahe—ed of .be.eelve.. and glad « *«“* 
un.een under cover of darkneoe. A. any rake the 
bOBC, feeling bin oaf along the fencea. Ae be or-pt 
oourtbnuBe .,1k ho ..—led and fell over a f.r.ldable and U« T 
object, a anddenly a.akened con. HI. acre.™ —..d *»• ’<”»• 

I, myaelf, have never been a zealous supporter 
party. , bare tried to re.alb neutral. 1 - on. of tbo.e -rid. 
eplnelesB, oreature. who prefer peace at any price. 

.. anvthlnv. I eue.e I a» a fro. /Uthough -e haven't caied a 


I hwvo tried to remain nfuiriu. i *«" u..r. v. *>■«"»<. 

•plneleaa, creatures who prefer peace at any price. But If I 
na anything. I guess I am a pro. Although wa haven't owned a 
cow for many years I recollect a delightful parade of my youth. 

Uy father led the procession, carrying the milk huclcet; I followed, 
close upon his heels; Tackle, our lame Airedale dog. .cane next; 
and my two cats brought up the rear. T7e'm8.rched» morning and even¬ 
ing from our house to the barn. Re all superintended the milking, 
and upon our return to the house assisted in the consumption of 
the milk. Our ritual never varied. The three bowls on the baok 
poroh and one In the kitchen were filled and emptied twice a day. 

One summer, after I had been absent for the better part of 
a year, I casually remarked that the island In the bend of the 
creek was a picturesque spot; the cows grazing there lent an 
atmosphere of rural peace rarely found in a town the size of 
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karlinton. I realized my misrake before the words were out of 
ay mouth. The two Antis, who were in the oar with me, close 
friends of $lne from childhood, have been ^aticeably cool ever 
sinoe. The situation, already tense, was not lightened when I 
had to stop the car at the neat corner and wait while a cow took 
her leisurely way across the street. 

Even when I am absent I am kept informed as to developments 
Toe latest bulletin from the front carries surprising news. The 
cows themselves have taken up the issue now. Heretofore they hav 
shown little interest in the afftir, remaining calm and plaoid 
and unconcerned. But the oonstant bickering ia beginning to tel. 
The core are finally realizing that their dtar-famed contentment 
i8 threatened. They have taken steps. Ur. Barnell'a Daisy, 
wilfully and with malice aforethought, on Tuesday last, had a 
calf in Urs. liar tin's front yqrdl 




